Friends of East Gippsland Rail Trail

Meeting Sept 29th 2008  Wy Yung Hotel
1. Attendance: Janice Preston, Geoff Preston, Marlene Robb, Keith Law, Michael Oxer, Sue Peirce

Apologies : Eddie Slatter; Lynne Walters

Previous minutes Bruthen July 27th accepted- matters arising  were addressed under general business
2. Business arising: correspondence out
2.1 Annual return to  Office of Consumer Affairs completed

2.2 To EGSC supporting cycling measures in Shire Sustainability Strategy

3.COM report

In suspension at present while Crown Land Management constitutes new committee.

Trail to be sealed at the new works near the Bruthen Hwy intersection

10th Anniversary will be held on  Sat Nov 29th – ride[depart 10.30] /walk[depart 9.30] from Bairnsdale to Nicholson, BBQ Nicholson Wharf at 11.30 approx
Big rabbit problem at Newmerella

Counting trail users – some of the counters have been giving unreliable information. Been in contact with suppliers of equipment and improvements to be made in the method of presenting counts.

4. Treasurer’s report- 

5. Projects for 08
5.1 km marker posts – currently being engraved
5.2 Lees rd revegetation – Friends have completed 2 large plantings. COM planting still to be completed. Sue to contact Bill Storer re this project. 

5.3 Driver’s break – nothing to report –decided no action feasible this year
5.4 Burn Rd car park area – this is progressing – Gary [from EGSC] will contact local builder to quote on shelter and install gravel for car park. Marlene looking at information for signs. We have $5000 from EGSC to do this.
6. Other projects with grants
6.1 Nicholson River – another 200 plants in, weed and rabbit control ongoing. As is watering and mulching as little rain over winter/spring.   The Friends were awarded Certificate of Recognition for Landcare Community Group for the Nicholson Bridge project.
6.2 Bush Guardians at Bumberrah station- met with Trish Fox and established program for weed control.  Set out plot for measuring effect of program over 12 months. Will start spraying hen weather permits.
7. Newsletter – Marlene has information ready – will send out in November.

8. Website use of website remains high – Michael and Keith to discuss  EGBUG on website
9. Membership-  good response to letter sent out to encourage members to re-new, 

 currently 26 family, 19 business and 14 individual members. 

10. Next Meeting – at Nowa Nowa- have short ride, perhaps loop around walking track, and  then BBQ and meeting at Prestons.

