Friends of East Gippsland Rail Trail

Meeting 1/06

Wy Yung Hotel  Monday Feb 13 at 7.30

1. Attendance: Janice Preston, Alan Jones, Lynne Walters, Eddie Slatter, Jim Douthat, Vicki Everett, Sue Peirce, Michael Oxer, Clive Gaskill

Apologies: Geoff Preston, Marlene Robb, Keith Law, Frank and Sheila Gardiner, Andrew Sharpe

2. Minutes of previous meeting held Dec 4th at Lake Tyers 

3. Business arising


3.1 Construction of safe route from Orbost to Burns Rd. Rail trail COM, council officers and DSE representatives met to discuss – Estimate the cost will be approx $100k for wide shoulders, signs and crossing where road goes to Buchan. Vic roads will be involved because will be a shared pathway at the back of BMX track, near caravan park and back of log hut.  COM will contribute $5000, council applied for special grants funding for balance.  Hope this will be done by the end of next year.

Sue to write to Jane Rowe, Mayor of council, to request support.  Be useful to get support from Orbost end, ask Marlene to write from SNOBS.


3.2 Rail trial opening – this was a great success with large number attending despite hot, humid day.  The bus was well patronized with local and non-local passengers, write to COM from Friends, also Peter McGauran.  


3.3 Annual return to Consumer Affairs Victoria this will be forwarded with minutes from the AGM held in Oct.


4.Membership:

New members accepted: Noel Williamson, Brian Mier, Ray Hancock  Terry Boyd, Dawn Riddel, Wayne Sleeth Vern O’Grady, Dianne la Velle, John Bremner, Colin and Jan Hunt, Malcolm and Sandra Ross, Rose de Leeuw, 

Business friends: Col and Helen Doonan of Orbost,  Waterholes Guest House, Mingling Waters

Business friends listed on website 

Membership now stands at 93.

5. Treasurer’s report
Bus account to be paid: $654

Income from paying customers and new memberships

6. Committee of Management Report
COM thanked Friends for organizing the bus for the Opening day. 

A meeting had been held with Craig Ingram, Mayor, DSE, to discuss Trail manager position and on going maintenance. 

The Deputy Mayor, Bob Haldane is the council representative on the Committee of Management.  Add to newsletter list.

Michael will be doing a presentation to the Council and tourism on the rail trail.

More chicanes to be installed at Harman’s Rd and Coulhoun Forest section.

The Bairnsdale field day in April 28/29 Rail trails Australia and COM will have stand – looking for volunteers to spend some time manning the stand. Please contact Michael 5156 8228, if able to help.

Two new seats have been installed along the Bairnsdale – Nicholson section by the Mitchell River Rotary Club.  One is in memory of Ron Rawson who was influential in the development of the rail trail.

The Mitchell River Rotary Club are also going to move the signal gantry and railway line to be installed at Burn Rd and Bairnsdale.

7. Events – rides and working bees
Additional events proposed

Working bees:

May 7
Nicholson
removal black wattle and planting

June 4
Bairnsdale trail entry – weeding, planting

Sept 10 Nowa Nowa 
- 

Oct 10 
 Bruthen 

Rides 

	April 23
	Bairnsdale start 10 am at trail start. 
	Sue 5156 8228

	May 13/14
	Weekend Orbost to Buchan
	Keith 

5154 1232

	May 21
	Orbost 
	Eddie

	June 11
	Bairnsdale to Nicholson
	Sue 5156 8228

	July 2  AGM
	Hold meeting at Bruthen pub ride Nowa Nowa to Bruthen or Bairnsdale to Bruthen
	Janice

	August 27
	Orbost end 
	

	Sept 24
	Bairnsdale area
	Alan 

5153 1454

	15 Oct 
	Orbost area
	Vicki

	5 Nov  
	From Bruthen or Orbost to Nowa Nowa nudes
	Janice


8. East Gippsland Shire Community grants – Eddie is keen to see two shelters, like the Bumberrah shelter constructed and installed on the Orbost – Nowa Nowa section.  The school at Orbost or the Men’s Shed would assist with construction.  Andrew Sharpe has the plans and a spare information board. Eddie has some photos which could be used and historical information. This will be the basis of application for Council Community Grant, for the materials to do this.

9. Newsletter – offer from Brian Mier to assist with proof reading etc.  Next edition to go out in March

10. Website – Keith reported inceased number of hits.  A map for the Orbost connection and Nowa Nowa on website – will do the same for Bruthen and Bairnsdale to assist location of rail in relation to townships.

11. Other items

11.1 Business friends  - how to promote?  They are listed on Friends website and invited to advertise in new leaflet. Phil Rickard the Council tourism officer will be invited to advise. 

11.2 not able to secure gates on new section – no latches

11.3 chicanes are too narrow for large horses – need t be able to open gates

11.4 reflective material to be put on gates.

12. Next Meeting Orbost April 10 at 7.30– venue to be top pub – Eddie to approach publican

