FRIENDS OF EAST GIPPSLAND RAIL TRAIL INC

MEETING 2/06   held at Orbost Hotel, April 10th 2006

1. Attendance: Edwin Slatter, Michael Oxer, Marlene Robb, Des Honike, Ian O’Halloran, David Palmer, Keith Law, John Bremner, Brad Lavelle, Di Lavelle, Sue Peirce

Apologies: Geoff Preston, Geoff Stevenson, and Jim Douthat. Alan Jones, Janice Preston, Andrew Sharpe.

Marlene took the chair in absence of Janice

2. Minutes of previous meeting (Bairnsdale Feb 13, 2006) were accepted. 

3. Business arising
3.1 Construction of safe route from Orbost to Burns Rd. Following representation from COM the East Gippsland Shire has made an application to State Govt for funds – estimated $120k, contributions from COM, Council and Vic Roads. Route has been worked out and includes input from Orbost folk as to the preferred route.

3.2 Annual return to Consumer Affairs Victoria completed.

3.3 East Gippsland Shire Community Grants application for materials ($1480) to build two shelters with information boards, along the rail trail between Nowa Nowa and Orbost, was submitted March 4th – no response as yet.

4. Membership: 

5. Treasurer’s report:
John Websdale tabled report 

1 April 04 to 2 March 06

Income:

Membership

2905.00

Grants


2575.67

Donation

  50.00

Interest


   11.93






5542.60

Expenditure:

Stationary

 170.00

Postage

 118.50

Hall hire

  15.00

Equipment      

2503.06

Bus hire

 654.00

Taxes


    5.20






3465.76

Bank balance



2076.84
6. Committee of Management - Michael Oxer reported the following:
6.1 Problem with keeping vehicles off trail – locks to go on gates – police, CFA DSE and SES require access

6.2 Trail watch – individuals report stock, trees, trail bikes, going to get phone no to report incidents. Vandalism at Burn Rd – sign and post, also at Preston’s Rd defaced motorbike sign. 

6.3 State government providing support for capital development but not maintenance.

6.4 How many using the trail – count being done at Easter, forms set up by Bicycle Victoria. Need to establish regular counting spots, Keith volunteered to assist

6.5 Cost an additional $3k at Ironstone Creek to stabilize path beside bridge.

7. Events
Orbost ride on trail on March 12 attracted …………………………………

April 30th ride starting from Nicholson Jetty at 10 am – approx 35k (20k on trail and 15k on quiet roads, including two moderate hills, and good down hill runs) Nicholson –Mossiface- Swan Reach –Nicholson. This is a good training ride for the Buchan w/e ride!

Contact Sue Peirce 5156 8228

May 13/14 Orbost to Buchan –details on website Start 9am Forest Park. Will be 65k on Sat and 85k on Sun.  Organise yourself – accomodation and food. Keith Law is contact.

May 21 Eddie is organizing a ride from the Orbost end

Jun 11 Bairnsdale to Nicholson on trail

Jul 2 AGM at Bruthen – ride from Bairnsdale or Nowa Nowa

Aug 27  Bairnsdale area – Alan

Oct 15 Orbost Area - Vicki

Nov 5 Ride from B/dale or Orbost to Nowa Nowa Nudes Art Show

Working bees
Nicholson at 10 am May 7th Meet at Lanes Rd intersection with rail trail. BBQ at Nicholson Jetty at 12ish – BYO.  Contact Sue Peirce 5156 8228 for futher information. 

Bairnsdale June 4

September 10 Nowa Nowa

Oct 10 Bruthen

8. Newsletter 
Trail mail No 8 distributed – some via post and others via e-mail notice to check website.  Need about 100 copies to post entire membership. Important to do this for members. 

– Deadline for next newsletter late May – for distribution in Early June – have to give all members minimum of 3 weeks notice of AGM. All items to Marlene.

9. Website – Keith reported 424 visits – this is about 20-30 per day. There is a forum for items for discussion. Keith could also organise items for sale through website egg Rail Trail book 

10 Other items

10.1 Trail maintenance required at Newmerella – the surface is too crowned and quite dangerous.  Dry weather partially to blame – needs water to settle trail

Also at Joiner’s Rd – there is a side path which permits easy access to trail and motorbikes using – however there are lots of places where trail bikes can get onto the trail.

Bruthen police have been speaking with some families.  There is a special solos section of the police but need volume and consistency before they can be called to deal with problems. 

Some discussion re the jurisdiction – under which Act do the regulations and who can responsible for enforcement?  The police can control any road or road related area  

10.Next meeting:  AGM July 2  at Bruthen Pub at 1pm 

Nominations for committee welcome – see next newsletter

